
Dear Friends, 

For more than 100 years, the Brownsville Fire Company has proudly served our community 
with one simple mission: to protect the lives and property of our neighbors whenever they 
call for help. That commitment has never changed. However, the demands placed on 
today's fire service have changed dramatically, and it is time for our fire station to meet 
those demands. 

The current Brownsville Fire Station was built in 1963. While it has served generations of 
firefighters and community members well, the building has reached the end of its useful 
life. It is no longer capable of meeting the operational, safety, and training needs of a 
modern fire department. After extensive evaluation, it became clear that renovating the 
existing station would not adequately address these challenges and would not be a cost-
effective investment. 

Today's fire apparatus are larger and more advanced than they were sixty years ago. Some 
modern fire trucks can no longer fit inside our existing apparatus bays, creating significant 
challenges as equipment must be replaced in the future. The station also lacks adequate 
truck bays, forcing firefighters to move vehicles before responding to certain emergency 
calls, costing valuable time when every second matters. 

Even more concerning are the safety issues facing our volunteer firefighters. The current 
station provides only about 18 inches of space for firefighters to put on their protective gear 
while emergency vehicles are leaving the building. There is no designated decontamination 
area to reduce firefighters' exposure to harmful contaminants after emergency incidents. 
Equipment maintenance often spills onto public sidewalks and streets because there 
simply is not enough room inside the building. Limited parking and the station's location on 
a busy intersection further complicate emergency responses and create unnecessary 
hazards for both firefighters and the public. 

The current site also offers no room for expansion and no outdoor training area, making it 
increasingly difficult to prepare our members for the emergencies they face. As our 
community continues to grow, so do the expectations placed upon your fire department. 

Recognizing these challenges, the Brownsville Fire Company established a building 
committee in 2016 to develop a long-term plan for the future. After carefully evaluating 
numerous options, the committee identified a new location at 840 Oaklane Road as the 
ideal site for a modern fire station. Thanks to the extraordinary generosity of Pat and 
MarySue Michels, who donated the property, the first major hurdle in this project was 
overcome. 



Working alongside Cedar Corporation, the building committee has spent years designing a 
practical, efficient, and fiscally responsible facility that will serve Brownsville and the 
surrounding communities for generations to come. The proposed 14,000-square-foot 
masonry fire station has been carefully planned to provide safe apparatus storage, modern 
training facilities, proper decontamination areas, improved response capabilities, and 
room to accommodate future growth. The new location also offers excellent visibility for 
emergency vehicles entering and exiting onto State Highway 49, improving safety for 
firefighters and motorists alike. 

The Brownsville Fire Company has always taken pride in being responsible stewards of the 
community's investment. We operate on an annual budget of approximately $114,000, 
funded through contracts with the Village of Brownsville and the Towns of Lomira, LeRoy, 
and Byron. Each year, $30,000 is dedicated toward capital improvements, including 
apparatus replacement, building maintenance, and planning for a new station. 

Our members also work tirelessly throughout the year organizing community fundraising 
events—including the Fire in the Hole Golf Outing, Casino Night, Soup Sampler, and Cash 
Raffle—which generate approximately $25,000 annually. Those funds help purchase 
lifesaving equipment such as firefighter protective gear, EMS equipment, self-contained 
breathing apparatus (SCBA), thermal imaging cameras, nozzles, and traffic safety 
equipment, allowing us to minimize the financial burden on taxpayers. 

After nearly a decade of planning, fundraising, and extraordinary community support, we 
are incredibly proud to announce that we have secured approximately $3.3 million toward 
our $3.8 million project. Construction is underway, but we still need your help to cross the 
finish line. 

Our goal is to raise the remaining $500,000 needed to complete this once-in-a-generation 
project. Every contribution—large or small—brings us one step closer to providing a safer 
workplace for our firefighters and ensuring reliable emergency services for our community 
for decades to come. 

This new fire station is more than a building. It is an investment in the safety of our families, 
our businesses, our visitors, and the volunteer firefighters who stand ready to answer the 
call at any hour. 

We respectfully ask you to consider making a gift to the Brownsville Fire Company's 
Building Into the Future Capital Campaign. Together, we can build a fire station that will 
proudly serve our community for the next 75 years and beyond. 

Thank you for believing in the Brownsville Fire Company and for helping us build our future 
together. 



  Project Cost: $3.8 Million  

  Funds Raised: $3.3 Million  

  Remaining Goal: $500,000  

  Construction Timeline: Groundbreaking completed, anticipated completion January 
2027  

  Ways to Give: Check, online donations, memorial gifts, business sponsorships, naming 
opportunities, and planned giving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Fire Station Built for the Future 

The new Brownsville Fire Station has been thoughtfully designed to meet the needs of our 
firefighters, emergency medical responders, and the community for decades to come. 

The facility will include a dedicated decontamination area to help protect the long-term 
health and safety of our first responders following emergency incidents. It will also feature 
a fully functional kitchen, a comfortable meeting and community room, mezzanine 
storage, and a dedicated workshop area to support daily operations and equipment 
maintenance. 

The station has been designed with adequate space to conduct certain indoor tactical 
training exercises without the need to move fire apparatus, allowing members to train more 
efficiently while keeping equipment readily available for emergency response. 

Constructed as a durable masonry building, the new fire station will also provide 
designated areas that can serve as storm shelter during severe weather, offering a safe 
refuge for both our first responders and members of the community when needed. 

This new facility is more than a fire station—it is an investment in public safety, emergency 
preparedness, and the future of the Brownsville community. 

 

 

 

Donors who contribute $1,000 or more will be eligible for permanent recognition on the 
Brownsville Fire Company Wall of Fame, located in the entry hall of the new fire station. 

Recognition plates will be engraved exactly as requested by the donor and may include the 
name of an individual, family, business, or organization. Tribute inscriptions, such as "In 
Memory of" or "In Honor of," are also welcome. 

The Wall of Fame will serve as a lasting tribute to the generosity and commitment of those 
who have helped make our new fire station a reality. 

 

Many people join a volunteer fire department because they want to serve their community 
and, perhaps one day, have the opportunity to be someone's hero. We've all seen the 
images of firefighters emerging from a smoke-filled building carrying a child to safety. While 
every firefighter hopes they would be ready if that moment ever came, the reality is that 



many volunteers may never have the opportunity to enter a burning building, let alone 
perform such a dramatic rescue. 

That doesn't mean we don't prepare for those moments. 

The members of the Brownsville Fire Company dedicate themselves to extensive training 
each year to ensure they are ready when their community calls. Our firefighters complete 
more than 900 hours of training annually, while our EMS personnel contribute more than 
400 hours of EMS training each year. Whether responding to a structure fire, medical 
emergency, vehicle accident, hazardous materials incident, or natural disaster, our 
members are committed to providing professional, compassionate, and efficient service. 

Being a volunteer firefighter is about much more than the dramatic moments. It's about 
neighbors helping neighbors, giving back to the community, and being there when people 
need you most. 

If you are looking for a meaningful way to make a difference, we invite you to consider 
joining the Brownsville Fire Company. We are always looking for dedicated men and women 
who are willing to serve. You don't have to be a hero to join—but by serving your 
community, you may become one. 

Answer the call. Become part of the Brownsville Fire Company. 

 

 


